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Philosophy

An effective language arts program provides students with both literacy skills and an appreciation of literature as a picture of shared human experience.  Through the study of language arts, students become confident, fluent readers, writers, speakers, viewers, and listeners.

Students, family, school and community share responsibility for literacy.  We expect our students to become productive, contributing citizens of a diverse and changing world.  They must be lifelong learners and critical and creative thinkers in order to meet the evolving demands of the 21st century. 

Goals

As a result of education in Regional District #13, students will:

•
read, write, speak, listen and view to construct meaning of written, visual and oral texts

•
read with understanding and respond thoughtfully to a variety of texts

•
create works using the language arts in visual, oral, and written texts

•
understand and appreciate texts from many literary periods and cultures

•
use communication skills for lifelong learning, work, and enjoyment

Content Standards

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.

4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.

THE WRITING PROCESS

An effective writing program begins in kindergarten, and continues throughout elementary and secondary school. Students will engage in the steps of the writing process both in the classroom and as they work independently on writing in all subject areas.  It should be understood that not every piece of writing will proceed through all of the steps and that sometimes multiple drafts and revisions are necessary.

PREWRITING

Before students write, they must learn to generate ideas.  Through instruction and modeling, teachers will provide students with various methods for generating and organizing ideas.  Suggested methods include brainstorming, free writing, using planners and graphic organizers, drawing, examining mentor texts, journal writing, class discussion, mini-lessons, interviewing, and using literature as a springboard to writing.

DRAFTING

Students must be encouraged to write freely when they are first becoming engaged with a topic.  The drafting process should focus on the development of ideas in order to instill confidence and promote fluency. Students must be provided with class time for drafting on a regular basis.

REVISING

Revision involves re-seeing or rethinking a piece of writing. It is key to improving effective communication.  Students should be encouraged to revise for clarity, organization, focus, elaboration with supporting details, unity, sense of audience, and purpose.  Techniques including self read-aloud, peer conferencing in pairs or groups, teacher conferencing, or group sharing should be used to help writers revise their work. 

EDITING

Editing is the application of the rules of grammar, usage, mechanics, and spelling to a revised piece. Students will edit independently before seeking assistance from peers, teachers, tutors, assistants and parents. The goal is for all students to become independent editors of their own work.

PUBLISHING

Students should understand that a published work represents their best possible effort to communicate effectively. Publication may take various forms, including the author’s chair, electronic journal, bound books, writer’s wall, newspapers, bulletin boards, posters, literary magazines, submission for teacher assessment, etc.
STATEMENT ON CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT

The classroom environment has a significant impact on student achievement.  Students are more likely to succeed if teachers believe that all students can master the basic processes of learning and if teachers structure an environment in which the responsibility for learning is gradually transferred to students.

A literate classroom environment stimulates and supports meaningful language use and makes available a wide and rich variety of materials.  It is built around the philosophy that language is best learned through use in authentic situations that have meaning for the learner and through an integrated and balanced approach to teaching and learning language arts.  Reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing are interrelated functions of communication that are developed concurrently.  Curriculum and instruction in the literate environment reflect the knowledge that language is learned through meaningful context and experiences.

Characteristics of a literate environment include:

· Classroom libraries that contain high quality fiction and non-fiction, including student-generated and culturally diverse texts

· Oral (speaking and listening) and visual language activities

· Student work displayed 

· Reading materials at a variety of levels for guided and independent reading

· Classrooms arranged to take advantage of opportunities for interaction

· Consistent opportunities for working through the entire writing process

· Writing in response to reading

· Daily writing for meaningful and authentic purposes

· Sustained silent reading, shared reading, guided reading, reading aloud to students, and independent reading

· Emphasis on meaning and making sense in oral and written communication

· Teachers as facilitators, guiding students' learning and modeling reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and critical thinking

· Differentiated instruction based on ongoing observation and various forms of assessment

· Flexible grouping

· Integrated thematic units

STATEMENT ON INSTRUCTIONAL GROUPING

One key to the success of a literature-based program is a variety of groupings that afford students the opportunity to advance at their own pace and learn from others.  Teachers should plan large group, small group, paired and individual activities which include a balance of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing.  To meet individual needs and foster language learning, flexibility is essential; student achievement and self-esteem will be enhanced by participation in more than one group.

Within any classroom, the following flexible groupings may exist:

· whole class

· small group

· individual

· cooperative learning

· peer tutoring

· skills

· specific need

· student choice

· reinforcement of skills

· learning style

· interest

· problem solving

Teachers must frequently reassess student placement and adjust groups accordingly.

STATEMENT ON SPELLING

Spelling is a developmental process, learned not by the mere copying of words, but by active involvement in writing about meaningful subjects.  Writing will be the common vehicle for the practice and application of spelling skills.  

Students will:

Learn and apply the spelling of the 1200 core words most frequently used in writing

Improve spelling accuracy in everyday writing

Use proofreading skills to identify and correct misspelled words 

Learn and use spelling strategies, rules, and word patterns

Spell common content vocabulary words correctly in written work

Rebecca Sitton's Spelling Sourcebook Series is the resource for spelling instruction..
STATEMENT ON HANDWRITING

The goal of an effective handwriting program is legible and fluent handwriting.  The program chosen by Regional District #13 for handwriting instruction is the Handwriting Without Tears program. As long as penmanship is legible and fluent, students should not be forced to re-learn letter formation. Although all students are taught cursive writing, the ultimate goal of handwriting instruction is legibility and fluency.

Using the Language Arts Curriculum

Our most recent curriculum documents are set up slightly differently from previous District curricula. We are following the recommendations of both the Connecticut State Department of Education and the New England Association of Schools and Colleges in developing our new curriculum guides. For each new concept you will see the format below:

	Essential Understanding: The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

	Essential Question: What words do I know and understand?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· develop vocabulary

	
	A
	· use context clues to decode meaning

	
	D
	· increase vocabulary (including conceptual and content vocabulary, foreign words)

	
	A
	· use appropriate resources to determine word meanings (dictionary, thesaurus, etc.)


	Suggested Strategies
	· word games, Cloze exercises, synonyms and antonyms, analogies, visual representations, context clues

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral and textual usage, quiz

	Suggested Resources
	· Shostak Vocabulary Workshop, novel and short story vocabulary lists (R drive)


The Essential Understanding is the big idea being explored. The Essential Question is the question that students should be aware of and developing an answer to as they study the content or process. The Learning Goals are what students should know and be able to do at the end of the grade level.

The code for the Degree of Mastery is as follows:

I = Introduce. This means that instruction will primarily be through teacher modeling and hands-on exploration.

D = Develop. Students should be developing the concept or skill and should be increasingly independent.

M = Master. When a concept or skill is mastered, no prompting or modeling is necessary.

R = Reinforce. Teachers should expect student independence but may need to review or re-teach in order for previously learned information to be retrieved.

A = Apply. Students should be able to apply the knowledge or skills independently.

An asterisk in the CMT/CAPT column means that the concept or skill is tested in that year.

The section listing Suggested Strategies, Assessments, and Resources should be viewed as a living and changing portion of the curriculum. Additions or deletions may be suggested at any time.

Reading and Responding

Grade 10

	Essential Understanding: The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

	Essential Question: What words do I know and understand?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· develop vocabulary

	
	A
	· use context clues to decode meaning

	
	D
	· increase vocabulary (including conceptual and content vocabulary, foreign words)

	
	D
	· understand word structure (prefix, suffix, root)

	
	D
	· understand word relationships (synonyms, antonyms, analogies, etc.)

	
	R
	· distinguish between denotation and connotation of a word (ex. miserly vs. thrifty)

	
	A
	· use appropriate resources to determine word meanings (dictionary, thesaurus, etc.)


	Suggested Strategies
	· word games

· cloze exercises

· synonyms and antonyms

· analogies

· visual representations

· skits

· using context clues

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral and textual usage

· quiz

	Suggested Resources
	· Shostak, Vocabulary Workshop, various levels; novel and short story vocabulary lists (R drive)


	Essential Understanding: A variety of strategies can be used to promote comprehension.

	Essential Question: What strategies can I use to help me understand what I read?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· apply comprehension strategies 

	
	A
	· set a purpose for reading

	
	A
	· preview text 

	*
	A
	· use the features, structure, organization, context, punctuation marks and syntax (grammar) clues  of text to make meaning 

	*
	D
	· apply reading strategies specific to type of text

	
	A
	· use prior knowledge to aid comprehension

	
	A
	· ask questions of self while reading

	
	A
	· use visualization to aid comprehension

	*
	A
	· make connections to text, self and world

	*
	A
	· make logical predictions based on text

	*
	A
	· draw and support inferences from text

	*
	A
	· draw and support conclusions from text

	
	A
	· apply fix-up strategies (stop, slow down, re-read, identify inconsistencies and ambiguities)

	*
	A
	· identify main idea and supporting  details

	*
	A
	· summarize from a variety of texts

	
	M
	· paraphrase

	*
	A
	· use graphic organizers to aid comprehension

	
	D
	· use a variety of note-taking strategies to aid comprehension

	*
	R
	· distinguish between fact and opinion

	*
	R
	· analyze the relationship between cause and effect

	*
	A
	· select and use relevant information from text to communicate understanding

	
	A
	· apply recall strategies


	Suggested Strategies
	· journal

· charts

· graphics

· rephrasing 

· illustrations

· close reading 

· guiding questions,

· metatext

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral and written response

· paraphrase and summary

· paragraph and essay

· quiz/test

	Suggested Resources
	· English department library of literacy strategy texts; shared R drive; Internet; data bases


	Essential Understanding: Reading fluency is essential to comprehension.

	Essential Question: What strategies can I apply to read fluently?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· develop fluency

	
	A
	· apply decoding strategies independently 

	
	A
	· read aloud with expression

	
	A
	· read complex text independently and silently


	Suggested Strategies
	· individual, small group, and whole class reading

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral reading 

· written and oral responses

· paragraph and essay

	Suggested Resources
	· drama, poetry, short stories, novels, non-fiction


	Essential Understanding: Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text.

	Essential Question: How can I engage with text on a regular basis?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· engage with text daily

	
	A
	· choose appropriate text

	*
	A
	· sustain independent engagement with text 

	
	M
	· set goals for reading

	
	M
	· track reading progress through the use of portfolios, journals, reading logs, etc.


	Suggested Strategies
	· literature circles

· journaling

· selection list 

· portfolio

· SSR

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral and written response

· journals 

· reports 

· multi-media presentations 

	Suggested Resources
	· library; Internet; Habits of Mind book list


Exploring and Responding to Literature

Grade Ten

	Essential Understanding: Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text.

	Guiding Questions: What literary devices and conventions help me engage in text?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· Recognize the characteristics of a variety of non- fiction and fiction genres

	*
	A
	· short stories

	*
	A
	· poems

	
	D
	· novels

	
	M
	· drama

	*
	A
	· magazines and articles

	*
	R
	· content area texts, including art, music, drama

	*
	R
	· editorials and essays

	*
	A
	· informational text

	
	D
	· television/film

	
	D
	· Web based media


	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals : Students will:

	
	
	· Identify elements of fiction

	*
	A
	· characterization

	*
	A
	· setting

	*
	A
	· plot (including conflict)

	*
	M
	· theme

	*
	A
	· point of view

	
	
	· Identify characteristics of nonfiction:

	
	A
	· index

	
	A
	· table of contents

	
	A
	· factual information

	
	A
	· factual visuals

	
	A
	· glossary/ word list/bibliography

	
	A
	· maps, tables, graphs, charts

	
	A
	· titles and headers

	
	A
	· ways to emphasize words (bold, underlined)

	
	D
	· distinguish among statements that are reports, inferences, judgments

	
	D
	· Identify characteristics of a web page


	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals : Students will:

	
	
	· Recognize and explain the use of the literary devices that contribute to the author’s style/craft

	
	M
	· alliteration

	*
	A
	· onomatopoeia

	
	D
	· assonance

	
	D
	· consonance

	*
	A
	· simile

	*
	A
	· metaphor

	*
	A
	· personification

	*
	A
	· imagery

	
	M
	· hyperbole

	*
	A
	· humor

	*
	A
	· flashback

	*
	M
	· tone

	
	D
	· mood

	*
	A
	· bias

	*
	M
	· irony

	
	D
	· satire

	
	D
	· voice

	
	D
	· symbolism

	
	
	· Understand how the elements of fiction and literary devices engage the reader

	*
	M
	· Identify elements & devices the author uses to engage the reader

	*
	M
	· Apply elements and devices to the understanding of the text

	*
	DM
	· Apply understanding of the text to evaluate the text


	Suggested Strategies
	· compare and contrast

· chart

· illustrate 

· mimic models

· CAPT exemplar

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral and written responses

· paragraph and essay 

· multi-media presentations

· quiz and test 

· CAPT response

	Suggested Resources
	· short stories, poetry, novels, drama, non-fiction; Internet; film; CAPT resources


	Essential Understanding: Readers respond to literature in many ways.

	Guiding Question: What are appropriate ways to respond to literature?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· Respond to text that is heard, viewed or read

	
	A
	· verbal (i.e. book recommendation, connections, literature circle, presentations, debate)

	
	A
	· artistic representation (i.e. drama, art, music)

	*
	A
	· written (i.e. reflective writing, PowerPoint, web page, reader response)

	*
	M
	· Support, recognize and defend multiple responses to literature by including connections and evidence from text 

	
	
	· Develop a critical stance and cite evidence

	*
	R
	· initial understanding of text as a whole

	*
	R
	· plausible interpretation supported with examples

	*
	R
	· associations/connections ( between text, other texts, and/or outside experiences)


	Suggested Strategies
	· CAPT practice 

· CAPT exemplar

· discourse 

· multimedia presentations

	Suggested Assessments
	· CAPT response

·  oral and written responses 

· graphic representations 

· paragraph/essay 

· multi-media response

	Suggested Resources
	· CAPT resources; short story, novel, poetry, drama, non-fiction; Internet; film; audio texts


	Essential Understandings: Literature helps to shape human thought.

	Guiding Questions: How does literature help to shape human thought?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	R
	· Discuss, analyze and evaluate the diversity of character experiences and conflicts 

	
	R
	· Compare, contrast and evaluate themes/issues/ideas that span classical and contemporary texts across cultures

	
	D
	· Examine how texts contribute to the understanding of human experiences across cultures

	
	D
	· Create responses to texts that express collective human experiences across cultures


	Suggested Strategies
	· multiple texts reflecting single issue comparison 

· chart

· small-large group discussion

· journal

·  multimedia projects

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral and written response

· CAPT response

	Suggested Resources
	· short story, novel, poetry, drama, non-fiction; film; CAPT practice sets


	Essential Understandings: Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

	Guiding Questions: How are authors influenced by their context? (experiences, geography, time etc.) How are readers influenced by their context? (experiences, geography, time etc.)

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	D
	· Analyze the influence of the author’s values, ethics, experiences and beliefs on the text

	
	D
	· Analyze the cultures and/or traditions described in a piece of literature and explain how they are similar to or different from those of the reader

	*
	M
	· Understand and describe how personal experience affects how reader relates to text

	
	D
	· Interpret, analyze and evaluate the influence of culture, history and ethnicity on textual themes/issues

	
	D
	· Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the choices authors make to express political and social issues

	
	D
	· Critique the way in which an author uses a variety of language structures to create an intended effect (e.g., words or phrases from another language, dialect, simile and metaphor)

	
	D
	· Critique an author’s reasoning and use of evidence in an argument or in defense of a claim

	
	D
	· Analyze and critique the intended effects of propaganda techniques an author uses to influence readers’ perspectives

	
	D
	· Extend the meaning of a text by expressing an insight implied but not stated (e.g., author’s perspective, the nature of conflict)


	Suggested Strategies
	· CAPT exemplars 

· multiple texts reflecting single issue comparison 

· chart 

· small-large group discussion

· journal

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral and written response 

· CAPT response

	Suggested Resources
	· CAPT practice sets; multi-media advertising; speeches


Communicating With Others

Grade 10

	Essential Understanding: Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication.

	Guiding Questions: How can I speak clearly so that others will understand what I say? How can I be an effective listener?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· develop speaking and listening skills

	
	A
	· respond to ideas about a specific topic in small and large group discussions

	
	A
	· express ideas fluently

	
	R
	· prepare and deliver oral presentations using effective public speaking skills (audience, purpose)

	
	M
	· formulate, express, and support an opinion/ idea

	
	M
	· use appropriate voice for varying context (tone, inflection, emotion, emphasis)

	
	M
	· demonstrate active listening skills in order to explore others’ opinions and experiences

	
	D
	· evaluate the credibility of a speaker (e.g., hidden agendas, slants or biases)

	
	D
	· use audience feedback, e.g., verbal and nonverbal cues, to modify an oral presentation.

	
	D
	· provide helpful feedback to speakers based on agreed upon criteria concerning the quality of a speech and the speaker’s delivery.

	
	D
	· engage in oral story-telling


	Suggested Strategies
	· discourse 

· small and large group oral presentations 

· Socratic seminar

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral and written response 

· performance 

· quiz

	Suggested Resources
	· speeches, multi-media texts


	Essential Understanding: Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

	Guiding Question: What writing skills do I need to convey my message clearly to others?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· use the writing process to develop writing skills

	*
	R
	· demonstrate an awareness of audience, purpose, form

	
	D
	· understand and develop voice 

	
	D
	· link voice to purpose and audience

	*
	A
	· use prewriting strategies

	*
	R
	· generate, develop, and support a thesis statement/ main idea

	
	A
	· write narrative

	*
	R
	· write response to literature

	
	R
	· write exposition

	
	R
	· write description

	
	D
	· write poetry

	
	R
	· write compare and contrast

	*
	R
	· write persuasion

	
	R
	· write a summary of what has been read, heard, or viewed

	*
	A
	· write a paragraph about a specific topic

	*
	R
	· use textual evidence to support ideas

	*
	R
	· add appropriate and specific details

	*
	R
	· demonstrate a clear sense of organization

	
	R
	· demonstrate a clear sense of focus and coherence

	
	R
	· receive, evaluate, and use feedback from peers and teachers to revise

	
	R
	· use appropriate transitions

	
	R
	· delete unnecessary details

	
	M
	· vary sentence structure

	*
	M
	· write effective introductions and conclusions


	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	R
	· use appropriate paragraphing

	
	R
	· proofread and edit for writing conventions and grammar

	
	R
	· self-assess own writing process 

	
	R
	· publish and/or present final product in multiple ways 

	
	R
	· make purposeful decisions about format, graphics, illustrations, and other features based on audience


	Suggested Strategies
	· mimic models 

· unfolding thesis 

· comparison/contrast

· chart audience, purpose and writing type 

· revision process

· peer editing

· workshop 

· individualized responses

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral and written response

· paragraph/essay

· revision

	Suggested Resources
	· English department library; Writing Analytically; Writing Process statement; Conventions curriculum


	Essential Understanding: Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

	Guiding Question: What research skills do I need to answer questions and explore interests?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· develop research skills 

	
	D
	· generate questions that lead to effective research

	
	D
	· state the purpose of their research

	
	D
	· identify and maintain an awareness of audience

	
	D
	· locate information efficiently and adjust and refine search methods as needed

	
	D
	· select and use a variety of sources (e.g. Internet, text, film, interviews, art)

	
	D
	· identify differences between primary and secondary sources

	
	M
	· distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information

	
	R
	· distinguish between fact and opinion

	
	D
	· examine sources to determine validity

	
	D
	· evaluate sources for bias, credibility, and objectivity

	
	D
	· paraphrase information with main idea and details

	
	D
	· take notes using variety of methods

	
	M
	· synthesize information into new opinions or ideas

	
	D
	· document sources using MLA format (bibliography, works cited, parenthetical references

	
	D
	· sort, categorize, and sequence information

	
	R
	· present information (verbally, written and/or visually)

	*
	R
	· support and defend stance on an issue


	Suggested Strategies
	· credibility check 

· library review 

· Internet protocols 

· paraphrase and summary distinction 

· visual representations

	Suggested Assessments
	· research essay, report, or multi-media project

· oral and written responses

· MLA documentation 

· revision

	Suggested Resources
	· English department library; shared R drive; Internet; library


Applying English Language Conventions

Grade 10

	Essential Understanding: Culture affects the way language is used.

	Guiding Question: How does culture affect language?

	CAPT
	Deg
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· Identify the different ways that language is used

	
	R
	· audience-appropriate language

	
	D
	· regional and historical differences

	
	D
	· dialect


	Essential Understanding: Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communication.

	Guiding Question: What punctuation, capitalization, and usage rules help communication?

	CAPT
	Deg
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· Use correct punctuation

	
	
	· comma

	*
	A
	· after letter closing

	*
	A
	· in a series

	*
	A
	· in a date

	*
	A
	· with city and state

	*
	R
	· with an appositive

	*
	R
	· with parenthetical expression

	*
	R
	· with participial phrase

	
	A
	· with quotation marks

	
	
	· apostrophe

	*
	A
	· contractions

	*
	A
	· possessives

	*
	A
	· with quotation marks

	*
	A
	· colon in a series

	
	D
	· colon as emphasis

	
	R
	· semi-colon


	CAPT
	Deg
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· Learn correct usage

	
	
	· easily confused words

	*
	A
	· too, two, to

	*
	A
	· a/an; know/no; its/it’s; I/me; then/than; your/you’re; were/we’re; there, their, they’re

	*
	A
	· good/well; whose/who’s; here/hear

	*
	M
	· who/whom

	*
	R
	· singular and plural subject verb agreement

	*
	R
	· with intervening phrase

	*
	A
	· consistent verb tense

	*
	A
	· comparative and superlative 

	*
	A
	· pronoun reference


	Essential Understanding: Correct sentence structure is necessary for effective communication.

	Guiding Question: How can we structure sentences to communicate our meaning?

	CAPT
	Deg
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· Use correct sentence structure

	*
	A
	· simple and compound sentences

	
	M
	· independent and dependent clauses

	*
	M
	· complex sentences

	*
	A
	· simple subject and simple predicate

	
	R
	· complete subject and complete predicate

	
	D
	· correct parallelism


	Suggested Strategies
	· mimic models 

· parts of speech and sentence component identification

	Suggested Assessments
	· written responses

· sentences, paragraphs, and essays

	Suggested Resources
	· Prentice Hall Grammar and Composition, grade 10; English department library; shared R drive


	Essential Understanding: Appropriate word choice improves communication.

	Guiding Questions: What different purposes do words have in sentences? What makes word choice effective?

	CAPT
	Deg
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· Use correct syntax

	
	R
	· all parts of speech

	
	R
	· know how the parts of speech function in a sentence

	
	
	· Choose appropriate words

	*
	A
	· general/specific

	*
	A
	· transitions

	*
	A
	· redundancy of word and phrase

	
	M
	· correctly placed modifiers


	Suggested Strategies
	· mimic models 

· parts of speech and sentence component identification

· revision

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral and written responses

· sentences, paragraphs, and essays

· revision

	Suggested Resources
	· Prentice Hall Grammar and Composition, grade 10; English department library; shared R drive; revision rubric


	Essential Understanding: Spelling has rules and patterns.

	Guiding Question: What rules and patterns help us spell correctly?

	CAPT
	Deg
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	*
	R
	· Demonstrate knowledge of spelling rules and patterns by applying them in writing

	
	M
	· Spell grade-appropriate words taught as part of the curriculum across content areas

	
	R
	· Spell high frequency words correctly

	*
	R
	· Spell common homophones

	
	D
	· Use knowledge about morphology and structural patterns as an aid to spelling words

	
	R
	· Use resources to determine correct spelling of words


	Suggested Strategies
	· vocabulary strategies

· root identification 

· revision 

· reading

	Suggested Assessments
	· written and oral response 

· sentence, paragraph and essay

· revision

	Suggested Resources
	· vocabulary text; dictionary


Literature Studies

The following units of instruction outline the major literary themes to be studied in grade 10. Learning goals for the four content standards as outlined in pages 11-34 are embedded in these units. Units are thematic and may be taught in any order. Most works of literature studied in English 10 appear in multiple thematic units; teachers will decide which themes to emphasize during the study of a particular text.

Literature Study: Clash of Cultures
	Essential Understandings: 

1. The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

2. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

3. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

4. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

5. Literature helps to shape human thought.

6. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

7. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.
8. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.
9. Culture affects the way language is used.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.


	Essential Questions: What constitutes culture? What happens when cultures collide? How is culture shaped, evolved, and/or destroyed? How is identity reflected in/tied to environments?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know the elements common to all cultures

	Know what it means to be a citizen within a particular culture

	Understand how the elements of culture are expressed within a given text

	Understand how the construction and evolution of culture are expressed within a given text

	Understand the forces that shape the culture revealed in a given text

	Know the relationship between identity and culture in a given text

	Know how environments reflect identity within a given text

	Understand multi-modal (art, music, clothing, iconography, etc.) expressions of cultural values related to a given text

	Understand how the clash of cultures is revealed through selected texts


	Suggested Strategies
	· Research colonialism

· Analyze a text that depicts cultures colliding

· Examine cultural identity reflected in texts 

· Examine dominance and subversion of language among cultures in conflict

· Cultural fair

· Chart cultural values reflected in artifacts and fictional and non-fictional texts

	Suggested Assessments
	· Give a presentation on a sub-culture

· Narrative autobiography reflecting how students’ own identity is shaped by culture

· Analysis essay chronicling the simultaneous construction, destruction and/or assimilation of cultures in conflict

	Suggested Resources
	· Cry the Beloved Country

· To Kill a Mockingbird
· Things Fall Apart
· Lord of the Flies

· Persepolis

· Miguel Street

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· MLA citation

· Graphic design tools

· Evaluate credibility of web site

· Use collaborative technology options

	Content Vocabulary
	· Grade 10 Power Vocabulary: Standard English, genre, literature, parable

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind 

· Quality work 

· Read critically 

· Collaborate and cooperate 

· Access and process information 

· Core Ethical Values


Literature Study:  Insiders and Outsiders
	Essential Understandings: 

1. The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

2. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

3. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

4. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

5. Literature helps to shape human thought.

6. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

7. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.
8. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.
9. Culture affects the way language is used.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.


	Essential Questions: What are the processes of centralization and marginalization? What is being elevated; what is being suppressed? Is there always an insider and an outsider? Encountering the other, being the other: Who are they? How did they get to be that way? What’s it like to be one of them? How can I avoid feeling like a stranger?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the processes of centralization and marginalization as revealed in a given text

	Know the attributes of an insider and an outsider within the selected text

	Understand the causes and effects of alienation within the selected text

	Understand motivations for alienation within the selected text

	Know the characteristics of stereotyping as a means of marginalization within the selected text

	Understand how concepts of insider/outsider are revealed in the selected text


	Suggested Strategies
	· Compare and contrast insider and outsider characters in literature

· Chart the movement of a character from inside to out or outside to in

· Discourse on language reclamation

· Examine language designed to centralize or marginalize, such as slurs, epithets, slang, jargon

	Suggested Assessments
	· Debate the benefits and detriments of centralization

· Write a literary analysis of a character who moves along the central-marginal scale

	Suggested Resources
	· Miguel Street
· Catcher in the Rye

· Cry the Beloved Country

· To Kill a Mockingbird
· Things Fall Apart

· Lord of the Flies
· A Separate Peace

· Persepolis

· “The Lottery,” “Rough Touch,” “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas”

· The Day the Levees Broke

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· MLA citation

· Credit images appropriately

· Evaluate credibility of web site

· Use collaborative technology options

	Content Vocabulary
	· Grade 10 Power Vocabulary: context, narrative, stereotype

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind 

· Quality work 

· Read critically 

· Collaborate and cooperate 

· Access and process information 

· Core Ethical Values


Literature Study: Leadership
	Essential Understandings: 

1. The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

2. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

3. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

4. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

5. Literature helps to shape human thought.

6. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

7. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.
8. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.
9. Culture affects the way language is used.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.


	Essential Questions: How do leaders use language? What constitutes leadership? How does a leader establish credibility and authority? How can leadership act as a force of good or evil?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know how leaders use language

	Understand the attributes of leadership

	Understand how leadership can act as a force of good or evil

	Understand the relationship between language and authority

	Understand how credibility is established and maintained by a leader

	Know how to recognize credible leadership

	Know how leadership is constructed

	Know the elements of Aristotle’s tragic hero 

	Understand the relationship between leadership and corruption

	Understand how concepts of leadership are revealed by selected texts

	Compare contemporary leaders to the literary concepts of leadership found in selected texts


	Suggested Strategies
	· Compare elements of tragic hero to characters in fiction and non-fiction

· Analyze texts that exhibit good and bad leaders

· Compare leaders within texts and from multiple texts

· “lifeboat” or “atomic bomb shelter” activity

· Chart good and evil in leaders (characters from fiction and non-fiction) 

· Define evil; define good

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a comparison/contrast analysis of leadership exhibited among characters

· Participate in a debate, trial, or role-play on leaders

· Write an editorial

· Identify productive habits of mind among leadership attributes

	Suggested Resources
	· Macbeth

· Lord of the Flies

· Animal Farm
· To Kill a Mockingbird
· Things Fall Apart
· “The Destructors”

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· MLA citation

· Graphic design tools

· Internet safety

· Evaluate credibility of web site

· Use collaborative technology options

	Content Vocabulary
	· Grade 10 Power Vocabulary: satire, editorial, objective, subjective

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind 

· Quality work 

· Read critically 

· Communicate effectively 

· Collaborate and cooperate 

· Access and process information 

· Core Ethical Values


Literature Study: Power and Authority
	Essential Understandings: 

1. The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

2. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

3. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

4. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

5. Literature helps to shape human thought.

6. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

7. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.
8. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.
9. Culture affects the way language is used.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.


	Essential Questions: How do power and authority operate through language? What’s being revealed/concealed in language/stories? What constitutes power and authority? Does absolute power corrupt absolutely?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the techniques of propaganda 

	Know how speeches are structured to persuade

	Understand how rhetorical devices contribute to effective persuasion

	Understand how the author’s bias is revealed in the text

	Understand how the elements of power and authority are revealed by the text

	Understand the relationship between language and power within the text

	Understand how power is acquired and lost within the text

	Know the responsibilities of citizens in relation to the concepts of power and authority revealed within the text

	Understand how issues of power and authority are revealed within the selected texts


	Suggested Strategies
	· analyze, compare and write persuasive speeches

· examine propaganda in multi-media texts

· analyze popular media

· examine rhetorical language in texts

· chart the gain and loss of power among characters in fiction or non-fiction

· assess effectiveness of power and authoritative methodology

	Suggested Assessments
	· give a presentation incorporating elements of propaganda

· deliver a persuasive speech

· write an analysis essay on the rhetorical features of a text

· group role play

· create campaign posters and ads

	Suggested Resources
	· Macbeth

· Lord of the Flies

· Animal Farm

· Persepolis

· MLK speeches

· John Lennon, “Imagine”

· Popular media and advertising

· “The Drummer Boy,” “The Good Samaritan,” “By Any Other Name,” “A&P,” “Rita Hayworth and the Shawshank Redemption”

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· MLA citation

· Graphic design tools

· Internet safety

· Evaluate credibility of web site

· Graphic organizers

	Content Vocabulary
	· Grade 10 Power Vocabulary: rhetorical devices, persuasion, report, judgment, inference, denotation, connotation, allegory

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind 

· Quality work 

· Read critically 

· Communicate effectively 

· Access and process information 


Literature Study: Voices Carry Over Time
	Essential Understandings: 

1. The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

2. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

3. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

4. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

5. Literature helps to shape human thought.

6. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

7. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.
8. Culture affects the way language is used.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.


	Essential Questions: Where does my voice come from? How do I gain a voice? How does my voice reflect cultural values?

Multiple Perspectives: Can two people see the same thing? Are there always two sides to a story?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the influence of the author’s point of view

	Understand where the author’s voice came from and how it is revealed in selected texts

	Understand the influences that have shaped their own and others’ voices

	Understand rhetorical techniques for influencing others as revealed through selected texts

	Understand voice as a means of constructing and expressing identity within selected texts

	Understand barriers to being heard within selected texts

	Understand how experience shapes perception and perception shapes experience

	Know that modes of discourse have norms and parameters 

	Develop a sense of their own voice and the influences that have created it


	Suggested Strategies
	· Take on a different persona based on a literary character and create an internal monologue reflecting that character’s voice

· Construct a blog

· Engage in a variety of modes of discourse 

· Socratic seminar and/or class discussion

· Explore the various modes of expression 

· Literary circles

	Suggested Assessments
	· Socratic seminar 

· Literary circles

· Write a persuasive essay 

	Suggested Resources
	· Miguel Street
· Catcher in the Rye

· Cry the Beloved Country

· To Kill a Mockingbird
· Things Fall Apart

· A Separate Peace

· Persepolis

· “What It Means to Say Phoenix, Arizona,” “So Much Unfairness of Things,” “Games at Twilight,” “The Conversion of the Jews”

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· MLA citation

· Credit images appropriately

· Evaluate credibility of web site

· Use collaborative technology options

· Blog

	Content Vocabulary
	· Grade 10 Power Vocabulary: purpose, audience, etymology, plagiarism, root word, thesis statement, syntax, transition

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind 

· Quality work 

· Read critically 

· Collaborate and cooperate 

· Access and process information 

· Core Ethical Values














PAGE  
10-1

